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that the families of such people do not have to starve. It is the
right of those who are engaged in the service of the nation to
earn enough to meet their needs; and by virtue of that right
hundreds of sefless workers support themselves and their depen-
dants.

[From Gujarati]
Jfwajivan, 1-7-1928

6.   A TRUE WORKER1
In the death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das, India and especially
Utkal has lost a  true  and sincere worker*    He  was a gem of
Orissa.   When ten years ago, Shri Arnritlal Thakkar  had gone
to Utkal to help during the famine, he used to write from time
to time about the high-mindcdness of Babu Gopabandhu Das and
his unceasing labours and love for the people.  During the days of
Non-co-operation, Gopabandhu Babu was a member of the Legis-
lative Assembly and used to practise law,  Instead of accumulating
wealth through his profession he founded a  school in Sakhigopal
which, although popular, had connections with the  Government,
He fully appreciated the principle of non-co-operation arid severed
its connections with the Government*  He gave up his legal prac-
tice and accepted a life of utter poverty;  he also resigned from
the Legislative Council   It was not difficult for him to give up
both these; it was, however, a great sacrifice on his part to sever
the connections of his most cherished school (which had truth for
its motto) with the Government and jeopardise its very existence,
disregarding the warning given by his friends. Yet, never have I
known him to have   a thought of regret for what he had done.
Once when the school was almost without any students, the pressure
from his friends almost weakened him.  He once again applied to
the Government to restore the school's  affiliation,   but when the
Government laid down compromising conditions, he at once re-
pented his weakness in making the petition.   The Government,
by offering such terms, proved its own unworthiness   and spared
Gopabandhu Babu an undesirable relationship, for which he was
grateful to God.   The weakness of those who have a simple and
pure heart sometimes proves to be their strength. And so it was with
Gopabandhu Babu's weakness,  When he spoke about this to me,
on the one hand I could see in his eyes and in his speech, his love
1 ft* *lso Vol. XXXVI, pp, 443*4.